WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A system for searching for a selected class of destinations by geographic location 
comprising a server, said server in communication with a first database containing information 
relating to electronically displayed maps of regions, and in communication with a second 
database containing information relating to destinations, said second database containing 
information relating to a plurality of classes of destinations, and means to provide input to said 
server in the form of geographical locations and class destinations, wherein in response from 
input relating said class destination and input relating to a geographic location, and means to 
provide as an output a display of information in the form of a regional map having a plurality of 
icons, said regional map provided in response to said input from said input relating to said 
geographical locations and said icons provided in response to said input relating to said class 
destinations and said icons located at positions on said map at geographical locations 
representing the location of said destinations represented by said icon, and said icons further 
comprising control functions wherein the activation of said control functions provides a new 
display, said new display containing text-based information, said text-based information 
comprising information relating to said destination. 

2. The system recited in claim 1 wherein said system is implemented on the Internet 
and said output is provided in HTTP and said new display comprises a new browser window. 

3. The system recited in claim 1 wherein said system is implemented on the Internet 
and said output is provided in HTTP and said new display is revealed by a mouseover. 

4. The system as recited in claim 2 wherein said browser window further comprises the 
presentation of hyperlinks to a new Internet site on the world wide web. 
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5. The system as recited in claim 1 wherein said destinations are selected from a 
predetermined list of destination classes. 

6. A system for the display of text-based information relating to geographical locations 
by an information provider comprising providing means to received input of geographical and 
destination information, a database containing data relating to destinations and data relating to 
the visual representation of geographical locations, a program for searching said database based 
upon said input of destination and geographic input information, a program for correlating and 
destination information search results and geographic information search results in an output, 
said output further comprising a graphic representation of a map containing icons, said icons 
representing a graphic indicia of said destination search results, wherein the location of said icons 
are displayed on said graphic representation of a map at the geographical location of said 
destination results, said icon further comprising a control function, said control function that can 
be activated by a user and provide a second output, said second output comprising text-based 
information relating to the destination represented by said icon. 

7. A system for the display of text-based information relating to geographical locations 
by an information provider on a personal computer comprising providing means to receive input 
relating to geographic region parameters and destination parameters, a first search program that 
searches for predetermined destinations within a selected geographical region based upon user 
input, a first output in the form of graphical display of a first map region containing icons, said 
icons representing a graphic indicia of output destinations having geographic locations and 
generated in response to said input relating to destination parameters, and said icon located and 
displayed on said map at said geographical location of said output destination, and a control 
function, said control function comprising a moveable search field, said moveable search field 
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comprising a second defined geographic region within said first displayed map region and the 
location of said field controlled by said user, and in response to the activation of a second 
program function, text-based information relating to any said icons within a selected search field 
is displayed. 

8. The system as recited in claim 7 wherein said means to receive input relating to 
geographical regions and destinations comprises a browser window on client and said client 
sends over a distributed network to a server that performs said first and said second said search 
functions on a first and second database, is first database containing and said second database, 
correlating said server correlates the results of first and said second result and transmit a display 
in response to said search functions over said distribution network to said client. 

9. The system as recited in claim 7 wherein said destinations are comprised of a set of 
predetermined classes. 

10. The system as recited in claim 1 wherein said text-based information is presented in a 
predetermined manner based upon a predetermined hierarchy that is implemented by information 
provider. 

1 1 . The system as recited in claim 10 wherein said predetermined hierarchy comprises 
preferred destinations selected by the information provider. 

12. The system as recited in claim 10 wherein said hierarchy is determined by proximity 
to the geographic location input data. 

13. The system as recited in claim 10 wherein the predetermined hierarchy is based upon 
alphabetical listing of destinations within said regional. 

\^( -4 5r~ A method for displaying test-based information relating to a particular destination in 
response to a users search for a destination within a geographic region comprising receiving input 
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from a user in the form of geographic and a class destination, searching a first database for an 
output in the form of a visual geographic display of a map correspondence to said geographic 
region, search a second database for any of the user selected destination classes within said 
geographic region, correlating said destination results with said regional results, and providing a 

icon at the said location, correlating said icon with text-based information relating to said icon. 

f 

X* A method of enabling an Internet user to associate text-based information with an 
icon representing a destination on an electronically displayed map comprising a first step of 
providing a first input field to allow a user to register and therefore gain access to a limited 
access second input field comprising a selection of a predetermined number of destination 
classes, in response to the selection of a class destination, providing a third input field for 
receiving text-based information relating to said destination, said information including the 
address of said location, correlating said input from said third input field to a regional geographic 
map containing the address provided in said third input field, associating an icon relating to said 
input from said third input field and in response to a subsequent input of data corresponding to 
said input data relating to geographic region and destination, providing an output containing a 
display of a regional map that includes an icon located at location of the address of said user 
created destination and said icon containing a function for accessing information that was 
provided by said user relating to said icon. 

\\$ ,xf. The method as recited in claim 16 wherein the display of said icon that was 
originated by said authorized user is limited to a predetermined time period and after the 
expiration of said predetermined time period, said icon is no longer displayed in response to 
correlated geographic and destination search inputs. 
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